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Parker Jordan Metro District Open Space Purchase

The Partners have solidified their role of providing a forum for stewardship opportunities by hosting an annual conference where participants have the opportunity
to consider ways to coordinate and integrate projects and activities that affect water resources in the watershed. General sessions in 2009 included:

"Sustainability: In it for the long haul..... The Partners actively promote the concept of 'sustainable' urban drainage, where stormwater runoff is 'on display' in the
corridor and not in a pipe; where improvements meet design life standards; and where water quality and multi-use benefits are master-planned and quantified.
"Adaptability: Design by Mother Nature ..... The Partners support better quality 'home range' as a benefit of stream projects, As negative wildlife interactions
make headlines, agencies need a response to protect and educate citizens who live near open space in the riparian corridor. Even Cherry Creek itself adapts to the
conditions around it, as it carries its sediment load. A photo essay documenting the benefits of enhanced riparian area brings our stabilization efforts into focus.
"Active Stewardship: Take it Outside..... The next time you enjoy a drainageway, greenway or park, think about the everyday open space heroes that worked
together to bring their vision for the area to reality. They volunteer their time during cleanup or planting efforts, they form a stewardship group to meet a local need,
they attend public planning meetings and voice opinions for their community space, and they simply pick up a piece ('If trash along the trail.

Also at the conference, Partners awards were presented by the Conference Committee to two very
worthwhile recipients, including Parker Jordan Metro District for their recent Cherry Creek open space
purchase (Stewardship Award) (see article below) and SEMSWA, specifically Carrie Powers. in recognition of
Cherry Creek outreach efforts on behalf of their MS4 permit (Education Award). In addition, the Partners took
this opportunity to recognize the 2009 "Run for the Watershed" award winners (see article below).

Thanks to Joan Howerter, ICEC, Conference Event Planner, and the Executive Committee who assisted with
conference planning: Lanae Raymond, SEMSWA (conference development/content, logistics, packet materials,
poster exhibits and silent auction); Paul Hindman, UDFCD & APWA (content & insurance); Bob Toll,
Arapahoe County (content & awards MC), and Casey Davenhill (content, speakers, awards, & silent auction).

Thanks also to Lori Grear for Silent Auction exhibit efforts! See you next year, November 3, 20 IO!

Cherry Creek Basin WQCC Rulemaking Hearing
The Basin Authority had a very eventful 2009 preparing for and partiCipating in the Water
Quality Control Commission's (WQCC) Triennial Hearing process. After extensive modeling
and data analysis to support the Authority'S recommendation for a new standard for the Cherry
Creek Reservoir, the WQCC Rulemaking Hearing on March 10'11, established the follOWing:

On South Platte ReKulation 38:
~ The WQCC unanimously agreed with the Authority that existing Chlorophyll a standard

of IS uglL for 9 out of 10 years is NOT feasibly attainable and needs to be changed to a
standard that can be feasibly attained; the WQCC also unanimously agreed to accept the
Authority'S proposed change of the attainment assessment period to 4 out of 5 years;

~ In selecting an new revised standard, after much debate, the WQCC ultimately elected to
use a "hybrid" feaSibility/use-protection approach and established a revised Chlorophyll a
standard of 18.0 u&!L, on the theory that this level could be considered feasibly attainable if
you consider "current existing conditions" to be better defined by the most recent S-year
period (Le., 2004-2008), rather than the last 8-year period (Le., 2001-2008), and that this
18.0 uglilevel also arguably appeared, based on testimony about good water quality in
recent years, to be protective of the key beneficial uses in the Reservoir; and

~ There is no longer a Phosphorous Goal for the Reservoir; instead the WQCC established
a concentration-based, watershed management strategy for Phosphorous.

On Cherry Creek Control Regulation 72:
~ The WQCC unanimously accepted the Authority's proposed changes to Reg 72; and
~ The WQCC approved the removal of the detailed TMAUTMDL provisions from Reg 72,

meaning that the Reservoir was removed from the 303d 'impaired water body' list and no
longer has a TMAL provision. -

In 2009, an amazing piece of land was purchased by the Parker Jordan Metro
District (PJMD): the 80 acre-floodplain of the Vermillion Creek development, south
of Bronco's Parkway and north of the county line. This rare jewel in Centennial represents
everything we love about the upper Cherry Creek Valley: the meanderlng prairle stream rlch
in cottonwoods, choke cherry shrubs and upland grasses; the beautiful vistas of the remnant
Cherokee Trail and Its mile houses; and the gorgeous, robust rlparlan corrldor that is 'home
range' for so many wildlife. With the property now In public ownership, there is the potential
opportunity to manage this corrldor as a unique and special natural resource area, along with
Arapahoe County's Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park to the north and the 17-Mlle House
Park to the south. PJMD has immediate plans to complete the Regional Trail through this
property, to be anchored on the north end of the property by the newly-designed Bronco's
Parkway Cherry Creek Trailhead, immediately west of our partner, Tagawa Garden Center.
They hope to have trail completed in time for the next Run (or the Watershed In OctOberl In
addition, PJMD's consultant, J3 Engineering. is bUsy designing the stream restoration efforts
through this reach, joining the stabilization that has been completed upstream at the 17-Mile
House Park and Cottonwood Regional Park. and In design at the Eco Park. Thank you PJMD!
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